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the light of  ethics,   of  social,  or even  commercial,
morality.

Some of the agencies for adoption are undoubtedly
lona fide concerns of high standing. It is suggested,
however, that the restriction of their activities to the
placing of legitimate children would be a wise policy
on their part, if only for the reason that the disposal
of the others in this manner is a measure that does not'
meet with the sanction of the majority of experts in
rescue work. The methods of the less reputable
societies would seem to call for careful investigation
with a view to the taking of criminal proceedings.

Probably by far the most practical method of
arranging for the baby, after the first few weeks, is
that of placing it with a good foster-mother somewhere
near the girl's place of employment. This plan allows
the mother to visit the child frequently, and yet leaves
her free to do her work without anxiety. She still
feels keenly her responsibility for its welfare and yet
need not allow its existence to become known to others
when such revelation would be damaging to her
circumstances or her self-respect.

The foster-mother plan, however, is not advocated
by all workers. It is said in some cases to be very
unsatisfactory. It is obvigus that the personal factor
very largely enters into the question here. There can
be little doubt that, while some foster-mothers may be
found slovenly and neglectful, unclean or otherwise
inefficient, the majority of those employed are satis-
factory, and that, if suitable investigations are made
beforehand, and periodical visits of inspection paid,
the more serious objections to the arrangement are
removed.

If a baby is taken by its grand-parents or other
relatives the results are usually equally satisfactory,
and it will generally receive more interested care. The
only possible objection to such an arrangement is that
the mother may not be able to obtain a situation sear